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recommendations of the Surgeon-General and the District Medical Officer
ought to have been the chief cause of my release. No condition has been
imposed upon me; and I am as free as before to work in any way I like,
I wish to inform my countrymen.
A word as to my undertaking* Soon after my conviction I fell so
seriously ill in the jail that I, in addition to suffering from high fever,
was passing endless diarrhoea motions every day, so much so that at times
I fell into delirium and my life was despaired of. It was at that time
I wrote an undertaking to the Government that if I were to be released,
I shall refrain from politics in future. This may be considered a weak
act on my part by certain people. But if the circumstances and the time
in which I wrote were taken into consideration, I believe I am surely
entitled to be excused. "Even Homer nods", man is liable to err; and
I am no God. I have every right to expect my countrymen who have been
watching my life ever since 1905 to slight this small past weakness of
mine.
Though one would wish that people even sufFering tortures
would not tender apologies, it is not open to outsiders to criticize
the conduct of those who weaken under physical suffering. Mr.
Siva therefore rightly appeals to the public not to judge him harshly
for having tendered the apology. But the point is that the apology
having once been tendered and a promise given, it should have
been faithfully carried outl Mr. Subramanya Siva is not entitled
to take advantage of the word "unconditionally" occurring in the
order of remission. It is a mark of confidence in the probity of
a non-co-operator. Surely the Government were quite justified
in believing that Mr. Siva would abide by his written word. I
wish non-co-operators to earn the credit for being above reproach
so far as truth and non-violence are concerned. This struggle
depends for its success solely upon the acquisition of a moral pre-
stige which can only be built up by scrupulous regard for honesty
under all circumstances. Instead of taking the advantage that
Mr. Siva wishes to take of the unconditional pardon, he should really
recognize in this act at least the generosity of the Government in
not having humiliated him by referring to the apology. I cannot
close this painful subject without appealing to Mr. Subramanya
Siva even now to make a public declaration that he will strictly
refrain from taking part in politics and apologizing that he ever
departed from the undertaking he gave. I am sure that neither he
nor the public will lose by his strict adherence to his promise.
There is a vast scope for him to do social and economic work.
He can do a great deal of khaddar work in its purely economic and
moral aspects.
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